
WEATHER.
Fair, continued cool tonight and to¬

morrow.
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ending 2 p.m. today: Highest, 82,
at 4:00 p.ro. yesterday; lowest, 51, at
8:00 a.m. today.
Full report on page IS.

dosing New York Stocks, Page 18.
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ANSWER OF PRESIDENT
TO TEUTONPEACEPLEA

IS DUE IN FEW HOURS

Reply Being Drafted Follow¬
ing Conference With Cabinet
< Officers and Col. House.

i

ARMISTICE PROPOSAL IS
RECEIVED FROM TURKEY

The official text of the German note

replying to President Wilson's inter¬

rogations was handed to the Secre¬

tary of State this morning by Fred¬

erick Oederlin, charge d'affaires of the

Swiss legation. It was found to con¬

form to the unofficial version publish¬
ed yesterday.
The President at 10 o'clock sum¬

moned Secretary Lansing and Secre¬
tary of War Baker to his study in the
*vfijte House tor a conference, in

which Col. K. M. House also partici¬
pated. Secretary Baker is just back
from the battle fronts of France, Bel¬

gium and Italy and from meetings
with the premiers of the allied coun¬

tries and the high commanders of all
allied forces.
President Wilson had discussed Vie

unofficial note fully with Col. House,
who came down from New York on

the train with him last night, and
.also with Secretary Lansing, before
'this morning's conference.

Confer for Nearly Two Hours.
Secretary Daniels joined the White

Jlouse conference. The President and
his advisers were together for nearly
two hours, then the cabinet officers
and Col. House walked over to the
State. War and Navy building, leav¬
ing the President alone in his study,
where nearly all of his notes and
utterances have been drafted.
The Swiss charge appeared at the

State Department shortly after the
appointed time and delivered the
note without comment.
A few minutes later the note was in

the hands of the President. A State
Department messenger took it to the
W hite House as soon as Secretary
1-ansing had read the document and
found it did not differ from the wire¬
less version.

Allies Acting in Accord.
Counselor Polk of the State Depart¬

ment was at the British embassy in
the forenoon in consultation with
Colville Barlay, counselor and charge
in the absence of Lord Reading, and
pther officials o fthe embassy.

Counselor Polk's visit was consid¬
ered to be significantly connected with
*he word from London that the Brit¬
ish government is inclined to oppose
the granting of an armistice until

^ 'complete guarantees of both a mili-
.>tary and naval nature come from Ger¬

many.
This development, reported in As-

donated Press dispatches from l,on-
non/ probably has some relation to
'he announcement Saturday that
«.reat Krttain. France and Italy were
agreeing upon a common line of
action.

Turkey-s Peace Plea Beceived.
Turkej s lone-delayed note asking,

like Germany and Austria, that Presi¬
dent Wilson take in hand the restora¬
tion of peace was received today at
the State Department.
The only oflicial intimation that

«-ame in the early hours regarding the
¦probable course of the President was
that he is sure to act quickly and
positively. Kverywhere in Washing-
ton, however, the confident belief pre¬
vailed that whatever might be the
form of that action it would not con¬
template a cessation of hostilities
Jior negotiations for peace with the
tierman government except under
conditions amounting to unconditional
surrender.
Last night the government asked

the American people to suspend judg¬
ment upon the German note until the
President could consider it. If the
opinion of the man in the street is re¬
jected by editorial comment coming
Irom every corner of the coup try. the
people already have made up their
minds that there should be no tem¬
porizing with an enemy whose word is
>vorth only what the victorious aliicd
armies make it.

Quick Decision Probable.
It is assumed that since Saturday

Jiig-ht "t least informal exchanges
liave taken place between Washing--
ton and the capitals of the co-bel-
ligerenta Informed of the views of
¦the allied premiers, the President
may determine before the day is over
¦Whether his reply to the German re-
qoest that he propose an armistice
and peace negotiations shall be a re¬
fusal to make any such proposal at
the instance of the present German
government, or a renewed statement
®f the conditions under which peace
jnust be restored.

It was suggested that the President
*night ask for a joint session of the
? louse and Senate to communicate his
.iecisiqn and the reasons for it to Con- I
¦jrress. the country and the world.

Discussion of Germany's peace reply
in the Senate today was begun by Sen-I
.. 'or New of Indiana, who declared
Tothing short of unconditional surren-!
«!er of the German army will meet the
.demands of the people.

tUDENDORFF IN RAGE
OFFERS RESIGNATION

GENT5VA. Sunday, October 13..
C5en. Ludendorff flew into a rage and
.ffered Us resignation last week, ac¬

cording: to a report from Munich. The
general's Ire was aroused when he
found that the first German note had
» esnlted In bringing: out the fact that
J he entente would demand an evacua¬
tion of occupied territory before the
r'le&tion of »n armistice could even
1 r considered.
The report does not state whether

4'esignatlon was accepted.

BERN", Switzerland, October 14..
The Wolff News Agency of Berlin to¬
day issued an official denial of the
report which had becomo current in
Germany that Emperor William in-
tender! to abdicate.

SOU 0EU.S. BARREN
TO HUNW SEED
Advance Publicity for Note

Fails to Arouse Pacifist
Sentiment in U. S.

ALL OPPOSE ARMISTICE

IT. as many believe, Germany's ob¬
ject in giving publicity to the peace
note in advance of presentation of
the official text was to create a pos-
sible background of sympathy in the
United States for its favorable recep-
tion. exactly the opposite effect has
resulted. It is thought Germany may
have counted upon arousing the
pacifist sentiment in the United States i
to pave the way for favorable con-

sideration of the German reiteration
of appeal for an armistice.

,The Iapse of twenty-four hours
since publication by the press of this
country of Germany's note has suf¬
ficed to develop the overwhelming
demand from every section of the
land for refusal of an armistice and
insistence upon unconditional sur¬
render before terms 6f final peace
shall be considered for negotiation.
The public mind is shown to be prac-

tlcally unanimous iij viewing- the pro-
posal of Germany with suspicion, with !
utter lack of confidence in the good
faith of the offer and thoroughly alive
to the advantages which would accrue I
w ithe,ro).any yielding to an armistice

of the antes" lmperlllne of the aims j
People Thinking as a Unit.

Editorial expressions in the leading j
newspapers, reflecting public sentiment
ir. widely separated communities, show
that the American people are thinking
as a unit and concur in the estimate
of the insincerity of the German plea

.1C reaIization of the danger to1
th^ in'erests of humanity now and for

^ Promi nientsta11esm^en* *"in^SlS
state"of £}& thiS WideSpread AS
When official Washington, and lav-

men as well, took up the burden of the
resP°nslb'"ties this morning

one thought was dominant in expres¬
sion cverywhede: That Tresident Wil¬
son would find it advisable to uke ac-

.
C 'I1® sun Koes down, if pos¬

sible, to make clear the attitude of

was ^ha»ritTPnt'.and the general hope
was that this attitude would be one
of absolute insistence upon noTcessa-
lon of warfare until the central pow¬
ers agree to unconditional surrender
hi kW«BS ^ that the country is at
high tension over the situation- that'
this militates against the liberty loan

a. ,
allowed to continue lon~

would tend to demoralize many con"
ditions having a bearing upon ?he
successful prosecution of the war.

Prompt Decision Expected.
The suggestion was made earlv in

tliedayin official quarters that Presi¬
dent Wilson is quite well awarl
aliveStotCll°fthaffairS' and thoroughly
alive to all the considerations which
appeal to the official and lav miM
The belief was fostered that the P?esf-
dent w ill announce a decision promnt
ly. In the meantime there camc anTffl
cial request that the pubHc

conjecture. The form of this
intimation, as sent out by the Asso
ciated Press, was as follows-

SO"

"The government asks the'American
people to withhold their judgment on
Germany s note until President Wil
son has received tha official communi-

time to consider
^ no construed as a re-

Hi. ? nPWSPaPers to refrain from
editorial comment, however
Unofficial comment upon the status I

of affairs presents by the sending of
the note dealt, as one feature with
this consideration: Did Germany in
appearing to comply with the Presi¬
dent s pre-announced terms of peace
place this government in the attUuTe
of assuming responsibility for contin

rejected?
war if the pl^was

Question Answered in Negative.
«».The an®wer to that question was In

th« rw^VC" J1 was Pointed out that

u£ŷuiry'through "secrl*'

ak
President made it plain that

bLde"d U Vta't0 "ture moves to
be apprised of the character of- the
fh^^"ment which assumes to act for
the German people. j
The liitcst note did not make it

plain that the "constituted authorities
of the empire who have so far con-
ducted the war" are not still the ml
ing power in German affairs. I

Wi?son's estimitc _«

constituted authorities was express!!
..~speech September 27. as follows

he n

6 are agreed that there caii
be no peace obtained by any kind Vf
bargain or compromise with the c-nv-
ernments of the central empires be-
cause we have dealt with them ai» f
and have seen them deal wTth o^
governments that were parties to thin

at and bu^!
Impossible to "Come to T-nns."
."Th*y convinced tis that th««
f ,,w thout honor and do not intend
justice. They observe no covenants
accept no principle but force and their
own interest. We cannot 'come tn
terms' with them. They have m«d°

The German people
must by this tlm^ he fully nwarc that

iContinue- eti S'fcoii'i i .
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44 DEATHS IN D. C.

676 New Cases Were Re¬
corded Today, as Against

1,312 Yesterday.

12,847 CASES WITH 485
DEATHS DURING OCTOBER

Daily Record for First Fourteen
Says of the Month.Shortage
in Physicians' Report Cards.

Influenza continued to reap a heavy
death toll in the District today, forty-
four deaths being recorded up to noon

since 9 o'clock last night.
New cases reported, however, show¬

ed a big decline. As compared with
1,312 cases registered yesterday, only
676 were recorded up to noon today.
This may not indicate a slowing up

in the progress of the epidemic, in¬
asmuch as there has been a shortage
of cards on which the disease is re¬

ported by physicians. It is possible
that some physicians are out of the
cards and have delayed making re¬

ports of cases under their care.

12,847 Cases; 485 Deaths.
The influenza record from and in¬

cluding October J, up to noon today,
shows a total of 12,847 cases reported
and 485 deaths registered. The rec¬
ord by days is as follows:

New cases. Deaths.
October 1 1«210
October 2 3!)10
October 3 563
October 4 618 'JS
October 5 27B3r,
Octobcr 6 H7&18
October 7 1,13032
October 8 2,17443
October B 1,406 .19
October 10...- 1,70157
October 11 1.5&473
October 12 1,34460
October 13 .1,31283
October 14 (noon) 67644

Total 12,847 485

Public Health Service Is
Rushing the Preliminaries
for Influenza Hospital.

The public health service today
rushed plans for equipping an influ¬
enza hospital with 600 beds in the
building at 19th street and Virginia
avenue, vacateif~ Itat week bjfcfthe
quartermaster general's office.
At the same time the Red Cross was

making every efTort to obtain nurses
for this and other hospitals. Up to
noon the Red Cross branch at 14th and
F streets had received offer of serv¬
ices as nurses from about fifty per¬
sons employed in government depart¬
ments and elsewhere.

This is only about half the number
of nurses required now.

Effort to Obtain Nurses.
Commissioner Brownlow yesterday

appealed to the heads of government
departments and business establish¬
ments that they take a! census of their
employes this morning for the pur¬
pose of recruiting nurses and hospital
help. It was expected the appeal would
result in services being volunteered
by many persons during the after¬
noon.
Beds have been ordered for the itew

hospital and the institution probably
will be ready to receive patfents in
two or three days.
Health Officer Fowler today com¬

mandeered Washington's, coffin sup¬
ply. This action was taken to prevent
coffins being shipped out of the Dis¬
trict. Th* demand for caskets in
Alexandria and other nearby points
outside the District is in excess of
the supply, and effort has been made
to obtain them in Washington.
Appeal from the outside is being

made to Washington for nurses, but
the authorities are taking steps to
keep in the District all those qualified
and willing to render service of this
character. Even this does not promise
that the local situation will be ade¬
quately met.

Gauze Masks for Public Considered
Held in abeyance by the Commis¬

sioners today were the proposals
looking toward an order for the
wearing of gauze masks by the en¬
tire population and the closing of
poolrooms and other places of busi¬
ness. It appeared probable that the
wearing of masks would not be made
mandatory, especially if the situation
does not become worse. The Commis¬
sioners are not disposed to close pool¬
rooms unless such action should ap¬
pear more required than at present.
To take this step would open the
question of closing cigar stores and
similar business establishments.

E
BY A HUN PAPER

PARIS, October 14..In commenting
on the German peace proposals, the
Volks Zeitung of Leipzig, Saxony, is
quoted in a dispatch from Switzerland
as saying:

"In the minds of the German peo¬
ple responsibility for the present situ¬
ation centers more and more clearly
each day on the person of the em¬

peror.
"We see in Williajn II the last Ger¬

man military monarch. He must feel
tbat'he can no longer be what he has
thought himself since the first day of
his reign.an instrument sent by God,
and, above all, the chief of the most
brilliant and best organized army.
"In 1888 the emperor said he would

sacrifice eighteen army corps and 42,-
800,000 inhabitants rather than give
up a single stone conquered by his
father. Two million dead are more
than eighteen army corps.
"The emperor always -has asked

great patriotic sacrifices from his sub¬
jects. It now is for him to show his
spirit of sacrifice and to withdraw. He
would thus give a brilliant example
of his understanding of the time* and
would -permit the German piople to
cbtain uctttr joace lermt." .

NEARLY 1,000 DEAD
IN FORBT FIRES

Twenty-One Towns Are De¬
stroyed, With Property
Damage in Millions.

THOUSANDS HOMELESS

By the Associated Frets.
DtliliTH, Minn., October 14..

Twesty-ose towns were de¬
stroyed, with a k(«m death list
of 28S, by the Ire which swept
northeastern Minnesota Saturday
and Sunday. The lajared la Da-
lath hospitals total 10*. The
torrns totally or partially de-

Graai lakej Staple. Ome. Twl»,
Baraam, Mathews, Atkinson, qtlt- '

torn, French River, Carleton, Pike
Lake, Broekston, Brevator aad
Pine Hill.

DULUTH, Minn., October 14..A
large section of northeastim Minne¬
sota.three days ago a busy and pros¬
perous business and farming Country
.today was a smoldering ruin, with
hundreds of bodies of men, women

and children, many of them burned
beyond recognition, strewn about..the
countryside, as the. result of the dis¬
astrous forest fires which swept this
territory Saturday and Sunday.
Latest estimates place the death

list at close to 1,000, although no

official figures were available early
today. Hundreds of persons are more

or less seriously burned, thousands
are destitute and homeless and the
property loss will run into many mil¬
lions of dollars. At least ,a dozen
cities and towns were destroyed. The
worst blazes were at Moose Lake, Ket¬
tle river and Cloquet. In Moose Lake
and immediate vicinity it is estimated
more than 300 jersons perished in
the flames. Between 300 and 400 cof¬
fins have been ordered sent to this
town alone.
Although countless small fires were

burning throughout the district today
and the more serious blazes had died
down considerably during the night, a
revival of the seventy-mlle-an-hour
gale of Saturday would bring fuether
horrors and add greatly to the tragedy.

Enemy Agents Suspected.
Reports that the holocaust resulted

from the work of enemy agents were
circulated here. Definite confirmation
was not available, but Incendiaries
were driven away from a local ship¬
yard when the fires in Duluth and Su¬
perior were burning at their height,
according to F. J. Longran, fire mar¬
shal. and other city and state officials.
Duluth and Superior are in no

further danger. Virginia is safe, and
Brainerd was untouched. However,
peat bog flres now are said to menace
the latter city. Bexmidji reported only
a small lose.
A special train of twenty coaches

brought 1,300 refugees to Cloquet and
Carleton. They confirmed reports that
many persons lost their lives in those
towns. , - ; ,

Policeman's Tragi*: Story.' "

Albert Michaud, a .special policeman,
told a tragic story <$f vthe burning "of
Cloquet, and of £he-mad-rush of tits
residents to,escape;
"At 6 o'clock Saturday night a forest

ranger gave warning that--unless the
wind died tiown the^townspeople would
have to flee," sald ltiehaud. -"A thick
pall of'smok* hung over' the town,
and at 7 o'clock the special trains
were called.
"The scene at .the station was In¬

describable. There came-a- rush of
wind, and the entire town was» In
flames. The trains pulled oijt with the'
fires biasing closely b^hi/id them.
Women wept and clung to their chll-.
dren, while others cried frantically for
their missing ones. The flames licked
at the cars. Windows io the coaches
were broken by the heat ¦ the en-
gineers and firemen alternately^etoked
to give the boilers all ttfe fuel Ih'ey.
could stand.
"Other trains were hurriedly made

of flat cars, box c%rs aijd; anything
that would roll. Even theh all did not
get aw'ay. There'are many dead in
Cloquet" . i. i *

Cloquet was a town with about 7,500
population. More than 4,700 persons
were brought to Duluth and Superior
from there alone. -

Information brought in by rescue
parties here indicated thatnearly one
hundred "bodies have been fO*nd on
roads leading to Duluth. Several
burned automobiles filled with bodies
were passed by the rescuers. Other
bodies are being brought from every
village and hamlet stricken -by the
gale-driven flres.
The town of Twig, en the Miller

trunk road, was wiped out.
Other towns reported as belnir en¬

tirely destroyed included Rice Lake,
Brooksian Bruvatgr. Corona. Adolph.

'Oil istfeond Vt^+r -¦ '
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How About It?
t

You CAN buy a Liberty Bond!
10 per cent cash and 10 per cent a month will

do it.
This is only $5 a month on a $50 bond and $10

a month on a $100.
Any bank in Washington will be glad to sell

you a bond on this basis.
And the banks are keeping open until 9 o'clock

tonight for your convenience.
How about it?
QISTRICT LIBERTY LOAN COMMITTEE.

NifJSME
W^shiritoii" 1fife Inters
Upon Greatest Bond-Selling

3 *. V* .1 i'- » "

Campaign in City's History.

$15,895,000 NOW PLEDGED
Washington is today entering ^pon

the greatest selling crusade in Its his¬

tory, that it.may be Successful In fals¬
ing the (27,(60,000 asked of it by the

government.. j

According to complete tabulated

figures furnished by all but half a

dozen of thesmaller banks, the City's
total liberty loan subscription at 10

o'clock this morning was $15,895,000,
which leaves more than $11,700,000 to

be raised between now and Saturday-
night, the time set for the closing of

the national drive.

Pledge? Not Yet "Cleared."
In announcing the. official total to¬

day the local loan committee Said sev¬

eral pledges for very large amounts
have been made, but have not yet been
cleared through any bank, making it
impossible 'to credit them to the offi¬
cial total. It is further explained
that to. raise its quota Washington
must sell at least $1,950,000 worth of
bends every day from now until the
campaign ends. *

The total number, of ihdividual sub¬
scribers in Washington (o date is
79,169. In announcing thin the com-
mittee said it vu espeolUlly grati¬
fied at the showing and that it expects
twice that many before the campaign
is over.

Despite Peace Talk and Epidemic.
.German peace talk and.Sp.anish in¬

fluenza wiH- not be permitted to de¬
feat the efTorts to obtain Washing-
ton's quota in the allotted time, al¬
though only a little over one-half of
the required amount has been raised,
according to the. committee managing
the'loan drive here.
'This,, the final - week, will be an'
active one. The committee has no
idea of letting matters lag because

(Continued on Second Page.)

IKtEUHME
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Turkey's long-delayed note asking,
'like Germany and Austria, that Presi¬
dent Wilsrfn take in hand the restora¬
tion of peace was received at the
State Department today.
The communication as it reached the'

State Department Is unsigned. It was
transmitted by Ambassador Riano as'
"the text of a communication received
by the minister or foreign affairs of
Spain from the ofarge d'affaires of
Turkey, in Madrid on September 12."
Ambassador Riano said it reached
him late yesterday evening.
The note differed only slightly in

phraseology from those of the greater
central powers.
Its failure to appear last week, con-

pled with the knowledge that the'pro-
German government at Constantinople
virtually Had collapsed, had given
rise to the belief that It wonld not
come, and iattend the Turks would
make a different sort oj appeal, prob¬
ably offerm., vtieen&tional surrender.
V

i PEACE IF HUNS

President's Decision, Soon
forthcoming, Will Satisfy
American People's Desires.

REPLY FRAMED TODAY

BY DAVID LAWREXCE.

(Copyright, 1918, by the New Xork Evening
Po«t, Inc.)

President Wilson today framed a re¬
ply to Germany that means the ces¬
sation of hostilities only if Germany
is prepared to rid herself completely
of her autocratic power.the Hohen-
zollern dynasty or any other group of
militarists who might otherwise dis-
turfi anew the peace of the world.
The President talked over the situ¬

ation with Secretaries Lansing, Baker
and Daniels and Col. House and re-
ceTVed communications from many
other advisers. It was distinctly a

morning in which the President took
counsel carefully and read the cable¬
grams from abroad dealing with the
military and political situation.

Decision Soon to Come.
The decision of the President will

not he long withheld, and when it is
made I am informed by some of the
men who are In a position to know
what he has in mind that it will sat¬
isfy the wishes of the American peo¬ple. Indeed, there is a recognition in
executive quarters of the fact thatAmerican public opinion, while anx¬
ious for an honorable peace, is not
yet ready to sit down to discuss guar¬antees with the present imperial gov-.wh°se WOI"d has proved sofaithless in the past.
The key to the situation is to befound in the acceptance by Germanv

wu- ,er";s Eet, forth by President
Wilson in his address of January 8
to the American Congress "and hissubsequent addresses." Here are thetwo paragraphs which Germanv meansby her answer that she is ready to
put into effect or all the promises
she has just made are as worthless
as her previous pledges On the 4thof July last at Mount Vernon Presi-

D1 ,^'ilson said that among the
ends "for which the associated peo-
P v? t.of the world are fighting, and
which must be conceded them before
there can be peace," is this:

Key Paragraphs Quoted.
"The destruction of every arbitrary

power anywhere that can separately
secretly, and of its single choice dis¬
turb the peace of the world; or if It
cannot be presently destroyed, at the
least its reduction to virtual im¬
potence."
wLa^r,onJn the address of Septem¬ber 27 in New York, which Germany
now says she specifically accepts or
implies an affirmative answer, is the
following question as one of the
issues of the war:
"Shall peoples be ruled and domi¬

nated, even in their own internal af¬
fairs, by arbitrary, irresponsible force
or by their own will and choicer'
Germany has said "yes" to these

questions by saying that she affirms
all that Mr. Wilson has expressed in
his address'of January 8 and subse¬
quent addresses.

To Test Anew Sincerity.
It is' unquestionably Mr. Wilson's

purpose to determine anew the sin¬
cerity of the German peace party on
this point, for there is no doubt thiit
no armistice can be agreed upon or
terms discussed until that funds,
mental proposition is fully covered fa*
the action of the German people
getting, rid .of, their, autocratic .maSt
ters.
The President's Inquiry of last

week embraced three points: "Do the
Germane fcccept .the allied -lnterpreta-
tlon of peace terror? Do the Germans

1 (.coatinued-oi* fifteenth tn.se.j
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NEW FURIOUS BLOW
INFLANDERS MAYBE
FOCH MASTER MOVE
British, French and Belgians

in Surprise Attach
Near Comines.

GO OVER THE TOP WITHOUT
WARNING BOMBARDMENT

WITH THE ALLIED ARMIES IN FLANDERS, October

14 (by the Associated Press), 1:30 a.m..British, Belgian and
French forces attacked at dawn this morning on a wide front in

Flanders. The allied troops are driving in the general direction
of Ghent and Courtrai.

The attack seems to be general from Comines to the north¬

ward. The troops of the three nations went over the top after a

"crash" bombardment only. There was no preliminary bombard¬
ment. It undoubtedly tactically surprised the enemy.

In the British formations were some of Great Britain's best

troops and the forces of the French were of famous fighting or¬

ganizations. The Germans appear perhaps prepared to retire to

the Ghent line.
By the fury with which the attack was launched it is evident

that the fighting armies are not paying the slightest attention to

the "peace talk." They smashed forward with all the dash char¬

acterizing the recent operations.

By the Associated Press.

German forces have abandoned Laon and the whole St. Go-
bain region. The French, after reoccupying Laon. have pressed
on until their line now runs from the Oise river above La Fere
to the eastern end of Chemin des Datncs.

When the Germans began to fall back out of the bag into
which they were being slowly caught by the rapid advance of
the allies on each side they went with such speed that the change
in the battle line in that section of the front during a few hours
was astonishing. Not until the French reached the Laon-La Fere
railroad did they encounter any real resistance.'

Italians Participate.
Italian troops participated in the ad¬

vance. and are now engaged on the

hills north of the Ailette river. At

this point the German lines have been

pressed back or have been withdrawn
so that a sharp angle has been created.
With the exception of the area north

of Dousi, there appears to have been
a slowing down of the allied advance

during the past couple of days. At no

point have the British and Americans
swept ahead as they did on Thursday
and Friday of last week.
This may indicate that the Germans

have reached what is known as th>

Hunding, or Brunhild, line. This po¬

sition, while much less formidable, so

far as known, than the Hindenburg

system, is still strong enough to retard

pursuit by the allies, and perhaps hold
them up for some time.

Koute of Hunding Line.
The Hunding line runs from Antwerp

to Ghent and thence to Tournai, Condi*.
Valenciennes. Solesmes. Guise, Rethel.
Vouzicrs, Dun-sur-Meuse and then do*u
the base of the St. Mihiel salient to th«
Moselle, where it joins the old front
running through Lorraine anil the Vosges
io the Swiss frontier.
French and British forces have vir¬

tually reached the line east of Cambrel
and St. Quentin. Brilish units arc re¬

ported at Solesmes, while the French,
farther south, were within four miles
of Guise. On the Champngne front Uoti.
Bertlielot is less thar: five miles from
Hethel. while, farther east. Gen Ocur-
aud has taken Vouziers. but has not
penetrated much north of that place.
Americans fighting in the Argonr- >.<>.

gion are through <he KnemliiM line, l ilt
their progress there is very alo.«.

Laon's Folk in Joyous Tears
Greet Mangin and Liberators
WITH THE FRENCH ARMY IN

THE LAON AREA, October 14 (by the

Associated Press)..In a literal trans¬

port of joy the 6.000 inhabitants re¬

maining in Laon rushed to the gates
of the city yesterday afternoon to

greet Gen. Mangin, who made his

entry into the city at 3:30 o'clock.
Men. women and children, with the

tears running down their cheeks and

waving their tricolor flags cried

"Long live 'Gen. Manpin! Lone live

the army! Long live our liberators!"
The people crowded around the gen¬

eral, almost carrying him in triumph
to the city hall, where he was received

by the deputy mayor. The mayor

himself and 600 young men had been

carried oft into captivity by the Ger¬

mans before the French troops ar¬

rived. .

Flag Flies on Cathedral.
Gen. Mangin's forces had reached

the Laon-La Fere railway at 10:45
a.m. and a quarter of an hour later
the French tricolor was floating
from the tower of the Laon Cathedral.
About at the same hour the last Ger¬
mans had been chased from the forest
of St. Gobain, which for four years
had been one of the strongest bastions
of the enemy's line.
Pursuing their advance with height¬

ened ardor in the Joy of having de¬
livered Laon, Gen. Mangin's troops
went on several miles north of the
city, liberating a number of villages

and arriving: before the enemy's sec¬
ondary position. At Marchais li.uOO
inhabitants of that town greeted their
deliverers with joyfulness equal te
that of the people of L»aon. They pro¬
duced a notice left by the Germans on
retiring: to the effect that the French
authorities would have until October
4 at 6 p.m.. to remove the population,
after which the town would be
bombed. >

Advance Made Difficult.
The German resistance to the French

forward movement in the I>aon region
consisted mostly of machine gun fire,
with a harassing: artillery fire upon
the lines of communication. The ad¬
vance of the French troops was extra¬
ordinary. considering: the difficulties
that had to be overcome. All the
roads had been blown up by mines at
many places. The villages either were
mined or burned and great depths of
wire had to be broken thrlough. On
the front of Gen. Gouraud's troops the
reconquered villages. although re¬

maining intact, have been found to
be mined.
The Germans are defending stoical¬

ly all the passages of the River Aisne,
all the bridges having been destroyed.
The French 5th Army has continue^

its forward movement, liberating the
villages of Sterme, Sutre-Ramecourt
and Montaigu. and reaching the
enemy's secondary defense line before
Sissonne.
Farther to the east both the French

infantry and artillery have crossed the
Aisne at Vieux-les-Asfeld and Anfeld-
la-Ville.
On the right the enemy is disputing

stubbornly the positions along the
Aisne canal from the Aire to Chateau
Porcien.

Laon's Fall Is Prologue
to Liberation of France

PARIS, Octobt* 14..Still another
victory has been cdded to the long
trail of glory blazed by the allied ar¬

mies. The Laon plateau at last has

been won,- crowning the Cambrai-St

Quentin and Champagne offensive.
The maneuver^; bo skillfully elaborat¬
ed by MarshA! Foch and so ably
carried out by Field Marshzl Haig
and Gen. Petain enabled this great
achievement to be accomplished with¬
out the loss inseparable from a direct
attack.
The result Is noi*"Br less than the

ruin o' the entire "Tlereniive tystem
built up by'the German general staff
since 1914, for the cornerstone of it
jias the i*aoi. #lu..

It was on the I^aon plateau that th»
German line was pivoted. It v.as to
turn it that the offensives of 1910 and
1916 were carried out. It was against
it that the campaign of 1917 was pre¬
maturely broken. . Jt was from the
plateau that the sixth great drive of
along the frontier, and it is more than
started.
Its fall is the prologue to the total

liberation -of France, for the progress
made by the British in th* vicinity
of Douai puts the Germans in such a

position that even if they can manage
for a time to cling between Boheiu
and Solesmes. while they cv.irUHti the
pocket of which St. Gobuin i-; «.li *,o
torn, they will be obli»cd o . e- '. i

along the frontier and i: it im>

likely that they will no; even
U :ji- that-


